
From the Desk of Mr. Bartels:   

We have recently handed out Semester 1 report cards 

to all students.  Third quarter we will not be issuing a 

report card.  Grade information is available on line.  

Should you need a copy of the third quarter report 

card please contact the RMS main office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ms. Borwick Office News:  

Congratulations to our staff and students for their efforts and 

behavior throughout the first semester.  It was fun to acknowledge 

their efforts with the end of the first semester PBIS celebration 

assembly.    

At our RMS it is our goal for every student to S.H.I.N.E 

 

Mrs. May’s Corner:  

 

In January, the seventh and eighth grade students worked on 

Career Cruising.  Career Cruising is a web-based program that we 

use to help our students explore possible careers, set future goals, 

plan coursework to match their career interests, and more!  The 

seventh grade students spent time taking an interest inventory 

which resulted in a customized list of careers that they may be 

interested in pursuing.  The list has links to information about each 

career and enables the students to explore the career by finding out 

what type of duties are required, the workplace environment, the 

salary information, projected job growth, with much more they 

could explore if they wanted.  They can even listen to an interview 
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Shining Stars of 

the Month 
There are many students in 

Richmond Middle School 

who make our school a 

positive place to work and 

study.  With this in mind, 

the Richmond Middle 

School Staff would like to 

recognize these students for 

their ability to get along 

with their classmates and 

teachers, their willingness to 

accept personal 

responsibility, and for being 

a positive influence for 

others. 

   

5th Grade 

Kacee DeKeyser 

Ella Hill 

Kaeden Griebe 

Lexi Boutilier 

6th Grade 

Samantha McCarty and 

Gabe Brockett 

7th Grade 

Mia Morgan and Jason 

McLaughlan 

8th Grade 

Paige Rands and Austin 

Warn   

.   



of a person in that field.  The eighth grade learned about graduation requirements and spent time 

planning their courses to outline how they can earn the required credits for graduation while also taking 

courses that are aligned to their career goals.  The students also learned about earning college credit in 

high school and the various vocational education classes available in high school – many of which provide 

a certificate upon completion that qualifies the student to be hired in that field upon graduation.  There 

are so many exciting things in store for our students in their futures, and it is my pleasure to be able to 

work with them as they begin to explore their options. 

Middle school is all about transition and learning important lessons in order to become a successful member of 

our society.  This time of year offers multiple opportunities for our students to be compassionate and thoughtful 

toward others.  We consider that “Neighborly” in our SHINE program.  Take advantage of opportunities and be 
a ‘SHINE”-ing star along with us! 

5th Grade News:  

SS:   Using primary and secondary sources to discover how the British colonies were founded.   

Relating events to the 5 themes of geography (Movement, Region, Human-Environment 

Interaction, Location, and Place). 

ELA:   Applying metacognitive skills across our day.   

Readers ask questions while reading: What is the author telling me?; Are there any hard or 

important words?; What does the author want me to understand?; How does the author 

play with language to add meaning?   

Working with word patterns to help in writing.   

Using a program called Grammar Keepers which is helping us to better understand 

common misused words such as their, there, and they're.   

Beginning a literary essay writing unit.    
 
MTH:   Finished up our mid-year benchmark testing and been working on fractions.   

SCI:   Planet Presentations.  Next week, we will begin investigating Earth’s Atmosphere.  Students will be doing an 

investigation and getting their new vocabulary words.  STARBASE right around the corner.   

 

6th Grade News: 

ELA:    Our 6th graders have been doing an excellent job on their journal entries this quarter!  This is an 
ongoing assignment that students will be continuing for the rest of the school year.  Many have gone 
above and beyond the requirements and have started their own individual writing projects.  Students are 
expected to be using their laptop computer for this activity, and it is extremely important for them to 
bring it to class every day.   



Students are also off to a great start on earning their third quarter Reading Counts points.  March 23 is the 
due date for 24 points.  Please check in regularly with your child to be sure they are reading at home and 
are on track to meet this goal. 
** 6th Grade Camp Reminder:  The first payment of $25 is due on February 24.    

 

MTH:  Students are bringing their learning of scientific energy levels to math class!  Mrs. Volpe’s science 

students are working in math class to understand how energy moves through levels in the energy 

pyramid.  This involves a lot of math and breaking down energy using hands-on clay models and 

numbers.  Students are also working in math class to understand and calculate rates and unit rates.  The 

next time you are shopping ask your sixth grader how you might find the unit rate of an item?  For 

example, if 8 hamburger buns cost $2.49, how much does one cost?  

 

SS:  Will be finishing unit 3 this week. Students have been reviewing using Kahoot. Students have started 

following a new note format to keep them organized and engaged. Students just completed presenting, a 

create a city simulation, in which they created their own urban communities. Students collaborated in 

groups to develop ways to fix the common problems that affect today’s urban communities. THEY DID A 

GREAT JOB! 

SCI:  STEM in Math and Science!  Mrs. Nolan and Mrs. Volpe are collaborating!  Students in both Math and Science 

classes are learning about how energy is transferred from one organism to another.  Students are creating models 

and calculating the amount of energy transferred throughout the Energy Pyramid.  Students will analyze their 

results and draw conclusions about the amount of energy transferred and the amount of energy lost as it transfers 

to other organisms.   

 

 

 

 

7th Grade News:  
 
 

In 7th Grade ELA:  In ELA students have been reviewing the art of essay writing and using the text "Should you Give 

Up Summer Vacation?"  Students will continue to explore this essay writing format. Next week we will be exploring 

Memoir Writing and start the book, How Angel Peterson Got His Name by Gary Paulsen. 

In 7th Grade Math:   This week students have been working on solving algebraic equations using one and two 

steps.   It is challenging content but the students have been up for the challenge.  It is great to see students working 

hard and persevering   their problems. 

 In 7th Grade Social Studies We completed our study of the Fertile Crescent recently.  Next, students 
will continue to study other river valley civilizations such as Ancient Egypt. 
 



8 th Grade News:  

In ELA, We just finished a study of the American poet and author, Edgar Allan Poe. We analyzed some of his 

works and discussed how his personal struggles inspired his writing. Currently, students are just 

beginning their next reading unit of the realistic fiction and young adult classic, The Outsiders. We will also 

continue writing more poetry to add to our writing portfolios and continue our study of comma usage. 

8th grade Science In 8th grade science we used Discovery Education Board Builder, and students 
created boards on Water Erosion, in which they reported information and downloaded videos.  They 
presented them to the class using We Present.  
1st Semester Science Exams went well.   

We are now working with the effects of Weathering and Erosion in nature as part of geological processes  

as well as their effects on manmade structures like buildings and statues. 

In Social Studies:  Students did very well on their semester exam in Social Studies. 97% of students 

demonstrated proficiency with an average score of 82%. Recently, students have been studying the differences 

between life in the North and the South during the early 1800s. 

 
 

In Mathematics:   Algebra - Algebra students have been identifying the type of 

correlations represented by various scatter plots by drawing lines of best fit/lines of 

regression. Additionally, they have been working on finding the equation for the line 

of best fit/line of regression and using it to make predictions for future data with the 

context of the problem. That wraps up Chapter 5 and now we are onto inequalities 

in Chapter 6. 

Common Core Math 8: Students continue to solve multi-step equations. 
However, now they have to determine if the equations have one, no, or 
infinite solutions. 
 
 

Mrs. Campau's classes…..  The 6th grade programming class is learning the Python coding language. They 
created Mad Libs games last week, and this week are learning to use math functions and creating "Guess 
my Number" games. 
 
Multimedia is writing, recoding, and editing Book Review podcasts.  
 
Web Design students are conducting online research and creating biographical WYSIWYG (What You See 
Is What You Get) websites using Wix and Weebly.  
 
Sixth grade computer students are finishing up a unit on career exploration, and fifth graders are focusing 
on their digital footprint and online safety. 



 

Students in Video Production continue to film, edit, and produce the RMS News each day, plus they've 
begun working on quarter 3 projects with include a music video, public service announcement, 
screencast, and a science demonstration.  
 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes:  February brings Festival and Winter Concert preparation for 

the band and choir, which is the highlight of the school year!   The 6th - 8th 

grade choirs and 7th - 8th Grade bands will be performing at Pre-festival.  A 

note went home with our performance times for the February 22nd 

performance at Richmond High School.  Please contact your son or daughter's 

teacher if you did not receive this note, or visit our website at 

www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com.  7th and 8th grade festival dates and time 

will be announced shortly.  Please look for these times to be sent home 

soon! The 6th grade band and choir's winter performance will be during school 

on March 22nd.  

Hello! Please check out the information below! There are dates for a number of events that have been tentative 

until now.  Please check out our super easy fundraisers that we are putting on as well.  All of the information 

and more can be found on the band’s webpage: www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com.  Click on the RMS BAND 

page for more info!  Also check out the booster’s webpage at www.richmondbandboosters.weebly.com. 

Yearbook Staff:  
Meeting February 9. 

Student Council: 

Morley Candy Fundraiser right 

around the corner.   

http://www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com/
http://www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com/
http://www.richmondbandboosters.weebly.com/


 Band festival dates and times announced (8th Grade Bands) 

Pre Festival (7/8 Grade Bands) 

Little Caesar’s Pick up reminder Feb 2 & Bottle Drive Feb 11 

BAND FESTIVAL DATES AND TIMES ANNOUNCED (8th GRADERS ONLY) 

Hello! Please check out the information below! There are dates for a number of events that have been tentative 

until now.  Please check out our super easy fundraisers that we are putting on as well.  All of the information 

and more can be found on the band’s webpage: www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com.  Click on the RMS BAND 

page for more info!  Also check out the booster’s webpage at www.richmondbandboosters.weebly.com. 

Winter Concert (6th Grade Bands ONLY) 

Little Caesar’s Pick up reminder - Feb 2 

Bottle Drive - Feb 11 

WINTER CONCERT (6TH GRADE BANDS ONLY) 

We are in the process of securing a date for a Winter Band Concert for the beginning bands.  A note with 

information will be sent home with the students.  Our date looks like it is set for March 22nd.  This will be 

DURING THE SCHOOL DAY.  Parents are welcome to attend if possible, however it will be on Richmond TV 

if you cannot make it. More information to follow! The concert will begin about 12pm and run 45minutes.  

FUNDRAISERS 

This is just a reminder that you need to pick-up your Little Caesar’s pizza kit orders this Thursday, February 

2, 2017 in the high school band room from 2:30PM ~ 5:30 PM.  If you are unable to make it, please contact 

Dawn Ray at (586) 651-9616 or Linda Rhein at (810) 543-1721 to make other arrangements. 

Bottle Drives - Save your returnable bottles and cans over the holidays and super bowl! On February 11 we 

are hosting a bottle drive (drop off and pick up). The band trailer will be parked at the Kroger Gas Station lot 

between 10am and 2pm. You may also email me or the Band Boosters (richmondbandboosters@gmail.com) to 

schedule a porch pick up between 10am and 12pm.    

Kroger Fundraiser – If you already shop at Kroger you can easily help the band earn money!! Please take a few 

moments to check out the instructions in the attachment.  Enroll your Kroger card at Kroger.com and select the 

Richmond Community Schools Band Boosters (#19342) as your community rewards recipient! Then every time 

you swipe your card the band boosters earn money towards helping your child’s music education!   

Thank you for your support!  

Upcoming Events 

http://www.bluedevilsmusic.weebly.com/
http://www.richmondbandboosters.weebly.com/
mailto:richmondbandboosters@gmail.com


February 2               Little Caesar’s pick up 2:30 – 5:30 

February 11             Returnable Bottle/Can Drive 10am-2pm 

February 22             Pre-Festival Concert (7 gr – 6:25 & 8 gr – 7:10)  

March 3                    MSBOA Band Festival (2:40 call time) 8th grade only 

March 22                  6th Grade Mid-winter concert (12pm) 

May 11                      Spring Concert (evening) – All band students 

July 31 – Aug 5         2017-2018 HS Band Camp Dates  

 

Spanish  Español with Senora Wolfe: 

 

In Spanish 1, students have finished learning the basics and are ready for the next unit: infinitives 

(verbs) and grammar-rich phrases indicating likes and dislikes.  The material may seem simple, but as 

the year continues it will get more challenging, therefore students are encouraged to stay caught up 

and practice often!   

In 5th Grade Spanish Specials, students have been busy learning polite expressions, greetings and 

departures.  Next up, they’ll be learning the alphabet and numbers.  Parents/Guardians, I’m going to 

apologize in advance as you will be hearing many catchy songs in the coming weeks!    

In 6th Grade Spanish Specials, students have recently finished learning different calendar phrases 

(again, parents/guardians, my apologies for the never-ending Days of the Week song and Months 

Macarena ).  Next up? Learning animals - and taking the Animales Challenge.  Can you correctly 

say the name of each animal when it has been labeled as a different animal?  It sounds easy, but it's 

harder than you think – especially when the animal names are in Spanish!   

Be sure to go to my website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com to get any materials from class - 

and practice practice practice! 

 

Builders Club:  Recently made 15 blankets for Children’s Hospital of Detroit. 

 

 

 NJHS – Notes:   The NJHS have been working with their Blue Buddies on Tuesday and recently taught 
them a lesson on Bucket Filling using the book, How Full Is Your Bucket.  It was a great opportunity for the 
members to use their leadership skills!   

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

ART HAPPENINGS 

 

Art: Five art students got accepted into the Scholastic Art Competition for the Thumb Region and received awards 

at the Macomb Center for Performing Arts on Monday January 30th. The five students were: 

Caden Caperton : Honorable Mention 

Katerina Wilkie: Honorable Mention 

Emmelia Rhein: Honorable Mention 

Katerina Lyndsay: Gold Key 

Emma Milbrand: Silver Key 

 

  



  

 Future Happenings   

 

            
 

 Friday, February 3:  RMS/PTA WinterFest 

 

 Tuesday, February 7:  Programming Club  

 

 Thursday, February 9: YearBook meeting after school. 

     NJHS before/after school  

 

 Tuesday, February 14: Programming Club 

     Builders Club 

 

 Monday, February 20:  No School 

  

Tuesday, February 21: Programming Club 

 

Tuesday, February 28: Builders Club 

 

 Wednesday, March 1:  Conferences:  11:45 – 2:45 

 

 Thursday, March 2:  Conferences:  11:45 – 2:45 & 5-8. 

 

 Friday, March 3:  Half-Day 

 

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 

amendments of 1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act 

of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 

Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond Community School District that no person shall, 

on the basis of race, color, religion ,military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including 

sexual orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by law,) height, weight, or marital 

status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to, 

discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, 

Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 

 

 


